
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Interim Minister: Pastor Nik Donges 
 
Music Director: Rachel Eve Davis 
 
Moderator: Larry Steele 
 
Elders: Roger Byrd 
  Linda Lombard 

  Dorice Perkins 
  Karen Powers 

  Martin Schaefer 
  Marilyn Strong 
  Cliff Thompson 
 

SEE YOU SUNDAYS: 

Adult Sunday School – 9:15 
Young Adult and Children’s      
Sunday School – 9:30 
Worship – 10:30 a.m. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Wednesdays -Choir Practice 6:00 PM 

03/26  General Board Mtg. 
following   church 
04/01  Razor’s Edge Concert 7 PM 
04/05  Esther/ Rebekah Circle 1 PM 
04/17  Sarah Circle 7 PM 
04/17  Elder’s Mtg. 7 PM 
05/01  Lifeline Screening 
 
 
 
STATISTICS: 
Date  Attendance Offering 

03/19/17  65  $1,708.00 

03/12/17  50  $1,341.00 

03/03/17  59  $3,836.00 

02/26/17  49  $   611.00 

Week of Compassion $ 160.00  

Pastor Nik continues to improve and 

he plans to deliver the message this 

Sunday. Let’s keep him in our prayers 

for a speedy recovery. Let’s make 

every effort to support him by being in 

attendance this Sunday. 
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Nik’s Nook - March, 2017 
Well, I did it again, that is, when it comes to a fall.  

Many of you may already know that a week ago 

Thursday I tripped on a threshold and fell forward 

landing fairly hard on my left knee.  I have seen an 

orthopedic doctor and will return this afternoon to find 

out the results of an MRI that was done last Tuesday. 

 Your prayers are appreciated and needed.  I hope 

to be back with you most of the month of April.  I remind 

you to keep your focus and attention to where God is 

calling this congregation with His empowering vision.  

Early in April, you will have the chance to hear about a 

new ministry of outreach that is starting in downtown 

Middletown.  One Market and Eatery is that ministry.  

You will be invited to visit One Market and Eatery for a 

meal.  You pay what you can and will be invited to pay it 

forward by giving a bit more so that another’s meal cost 

is covered.  There is, also, an opportunity for us to 

volunteer. 

 In the midst of April, we will have the chance to 

recall the events that led up to our Lord’s crucifixion and 

resurrection.  I have listed those special times in a 

separate calendar below. 

 We continue to prepare to welcome Pastor Tracy 

Siegman as your next settled pastor.  Please keep her in 

your prayers. 

 Let us seek to focus on the vision into which God is 

leading us as we wind down and prepare for a future 

filled with hope. 

 

      With His Love, 

      Pastor Nik 
 

Holy Week at First Christian 
 

April 9th   Palm Sunday—the Bearing of the Palms 

 

April 13th  Maundy Thursday Worship, 7:00 p.m. 

 

April 16th  Easter 

   Sunrise worship, 7:00 a.m. 

 

   Easter worship, 10:30 a.m. 



                                                                                                                                           
Prayer List: 

Health:  Edna Bartlett, Leigha Blevins, 

Alayne Caudill, Ivis Caudill, Amy 

Cockerham, Briana Cuellar, Chuck 

Deaton, Maryjo Deaton,Wanda Deaton, 

Pastor Nik Donges, Tommy Efker, Elliott 

Feltner, Troy French, Pauline Ginter, 

Barbara Gray, Jean Greathouse, Jack 

Gully, Bruce Henderson, Sara Hoelle, 

Russ Lawson, Tina Lawson, Harry Little, 

Esther Saxbury, Bob Selby, Betty Stacy, 

Rev. Don Steffy, Guy Stone, Betty 

Vaughn, Dominic Watkins 

Our Home-Bound: Kathleen 

Chamberlain, Elisabeth Lemmert, Janet 

O’Neal, Sue Whitt, and Leah May 

Wideman. 

Others: Children and teachers, the 

homeless, heroin epidemic, racism, and 

all human rights, our Country, war, 

violence, S.H.A.L.O.M, our church, our 

congregation and our church leaders.    

 

 

   Our Outreach Committee is again 

asking for donations of food, paper 

products, personal items and cleaning 

supplies. We will be donating these to 

the Salvation Army each month for 

distribution. For the month of APRIL, 

we are requesting canned vegetables 

(green beans and corn are the two that 

they run out of first), canned soups, 

boxed dinners (for example macaroni 

and cheese, spaghetti, etc.). They 

distribute 15,000 pounds per month 

and our donations will be much 

appreciated! Watch the newsletter 

each month to see what we will be 

collecting the next month. As in the 

past, deposit your donations in the blue 

tub in the narthex.  

Thank you! 

 

Prayer Concerns 

Russell Lawson continues to recover from his foot surgery 

and upper respiratory infection and asks for our uplifting prayers. 

 Ivis Caudill continues to have medical tests in preparation 

for an eventual liver replacement Please keep Dominic Watkins, 

one of Tyler’s teammates in your prayers.  He has cancer in one of 

his legs and is currently undergoing chemotherapy treatments. 

 Prayers for Don Steffy, who has pneumonia and is a patient 

at the West Chester hospital.  When released he will be going to 

Doverwood. 

 Prayers to the family of Bruce Henderson who is now home 

after a five-way by-pass on his heart. 

 Prayers for Brenda Gulley and her brother Jack Gulley.  He 

begins seven weeks of chemo and radiation.  Prayers that Jack has 

the strength to get through this extremely difficult  

period. 

 Kaitlin Thompson is on a mission trip to Santo Domingo, 

Dominican Republic with the Justification of Youth from Miami 

University.  Traveling mercy prayers are needed for all in this 

group. 

Prayers for Cheryl and Jim Kassner and their daughter, 

Rebecca.  Becca has made awesome progress during the five 

months since she experienced a stroke.  She continues to struggle 

to speak. 

AN ELDER MOMENT 
It has been a while since we have included an Elder 

Moment in the newsletter. I wanted to take a moment and 

congratulate all of you for the continued ministry that you have 

been doing. While we are experiencing another hiccup, I believe 

that it is a further strengthening of us as a church family. We are 

proving that we are able to handle the ministry that God wants us 

to provide to ourselves and our community. In a very short time, 

Pastor Tracy will be joining us and Pastor Nik will be leaving us. 

While we look forward to Pastor Tracy’s arrival, we will miss Pastor 

Nik’s friendship and guidance. He will have a period of noticed 

absence to allow Pastor Tracy time to make her own mark, but we 

look forward to the time when it is appropriate for Pastor Nik to 

come visit with us. 

 Let us not forget that we have been continuing to be the 

church in our community. We will welcome Pastor Tracy with open 

arms and look forward to the new excitement Bob Gambrell 

shared with us that comes with a new beginning. As we continue 

our good work, we will be having new adventures as well with 

Pastor Tracy. As Bob shared this past Sunday, it is an 
exciting time at First Christian Church in Middletown, OH! 

 Please continue to pray for Pastor Nik’s recovery to be able 

to return to us and for Pastor Tracy as she prepares for a new 

adventure in ministry with us. We also want to continue prayers 

for the many that have been listed over the last several weeks and 

a special thank you to Sharon for continuing to send out those e-

mails after worship on Sundays. 

With His Blessings, 

Cliff Thompson, Elder 

 

 



THANK YOU! 

Dear Friends: 

Your generous donation to the 

Church World Service Blankets+ 

Program tells people in crisis “You’re 

not alone. Someone cares.” On behalf 

of all the people who feel more hopeful 

and less alone because of your 

generosity we thank you.  

Sincerely, 

Rev. John L. McCullough 

President and CEO 

Church World Service 

 

 

 Following is a note of thanks 

from WHIIMS (Women's Health Issues 

In Miami-Valley Sisterhood), WHIIMS 

was formed in 2005 to work on breast 

cancer awareness to help support 

women in Middletown and the 

surrounding Miami Valley area.  They 

have extended their focus to include 

education and awareness of all health 

issues.   

Dear Outreach Committee of First 

Christian Church, 

Thank you for your generous donation 

to WHIIMS.  The money has already 

been put towards helping a newly 

diagnosed breast cancer patient that 

could not afford her co-payment for 

radiation.  Your generosity was very 

timely and appreciated by our client, 

and of course the WHIIMS board.   May 

God Bless You as you continue serving 

Him and our community.   

Sincerely, Dee Dee Mosko 

 

 

Mark your calendar-Lifeline 

Screening is coming to First 

Christian Church on May 1st. 

Reservation will be needed for 

the testing. Sign up sheet in 

the narthex. 

 

 

CWF NEWS 

 We wish to thank all who volunteered to help with our 

Soup and Salad Luncheon, as well as those who brought salads and 

desserts. We served around 52 people and had additional 

donations for a gross profit of $403. Our attendance this year was 

hampered by rain and storms around the lunch hour. We had 

several nice compliments regarding the food and the variety of 

salads. Those who brought salads and desserts may pick up their 

dishes in the kitchen after church this coming Sunday. Also, it was 

noticed that the kitchen could use some more dish towels, so if 

you wish, you may bring in new or gently used dish towels. 

Thanks, 

 Marilyn Chamberlain 

 

Don Dixon has tickets. There will be a group 

rate for 10 or more. Group rate will be 

$10.00 each. 

 

 

Summer is coming! Check out the dates for Summer Camp. 

Applications are available in the Narthex. Early Bird registrations 

needs to be postmarked no later than May 1st. 

Dates: 

Grandparents Camp -June 2 & 3    

Otter Junior Camp – June 18-24 

Ribbit Junior Camp – July 5-8     

Chi Rho- June 4-10, July 9-15, or July 23-29     

CYF- June 11-17, June 25-July 1, or July 16-22.  

Advance Conference - July 30 -  August 6 

 

 

 

                                                           

 



                                                    

 

March/April 2017     -Birthdays! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  March 21 

 
 

 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

Practice! 
 

 

 

23    
 

24 
 

 

25  

 
Roger Byrd 

   John Otis 

 26  

4th Sunday of Lent 

 

 
 

General Board 

meeting following 

church 

27   

 

 
 

 

28 

   
   Linda Lombard 

 

 

29 

 
   Travis Hendricks 

 

 
 

Choir Practice! 

 

 

30 31  

 
 

 

April 1 
 

 

 2 
5th Sunday of Lent 

 
           

 

3  

      

 4       
   

Owen Lyons 
Eunice Donges 

5 
Esther/Rebekah 

1PM @church 
 

 
Choir practice! 

 6 

Ed Farkas 

Barbara Cessna 

7 8   

 

 

 
 

 9  

 

10 
Sarah Circle 

 @ church 7 PM 

11 

 

 
 

 

12 

 

 

 
 

Choir Practice! 

 

13     

    Daria Dearth 

 

 
 

Service 7 PM 

14  
 

Good Friday 
 

 

15 

 

16   Easter 
 

 
Sunrise Service 

 7 AM 

Worship 10:30 

17   
Ivis Caudill 

Dave Schueller 

 

Sarah Circle 7 PM 

Elder’s Mtg. 7 PM 

 

 

18 

 
 

 

19   

Pastor Nik Donges 

 

 

 
Choir Practice! 

20                                            21 
22    

Leah Hardewig 

 

Earth Day 

 

23  
 

 

 

 

 

_________________ 

30 

24 
 

 
 

25 26 
 

 
Choir Practice! 

27 
 

 

28 

 

29 

Martin 

 Schaefer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                           
 
 


