
 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Minister: 
 Rev. Dr. Willie Barnes-Jackson  
1st Lady/ Associate Pastor:                       
Rev. Dr. Pamela Barnes-Jackson                    
Assoc. Pastor:   Rev. Connor Thompson 
Stu. Assoc. Pastor:  Minister Jeff Wilder 
Music Director: Michael Hefner 
Moderator:    Roger Byrd 
Elders: Sharon Amburgey 
  Natalie Byrd 
  Beth Heinkel 
  John Heinkel 
  Dave Lombard 

  Lora Schueller 
  Guy Stone  

  Marilyn Strong 
  Cliff Thompson 
  Karen Thompson 
______________________________ 

SEE YOU SUNDAYS:                           
Pastor’s Sunday School Class–9:00 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School Class–9:30 a.m. 

Worship – 10:30 a.m.                        

UPCOMING EVENTS:                                
Bible Study every Tues @ 1:00 & 6:00 

Choir Practice every Wed @6:30 

02/05 Esther/Rebekah 1 PM 

02/06 Sarah Circle 7 PM 

02/10 Church Women United Noon                          

02/10, 12, 14  SHALOM                    

02/17 Elders Mtg.   7:00 PM                                                                                                                             

02/23 Board Mtg. 11:45 AM                        

STATISTICS:    Attendance Offering                         

1/26/20     48    $   691.00 

1/19/20     44    $1,638.01 

1/12/20      63    $3,024.84 

1/5/20      43    $1,689.00 

12/29/19*           36   $2,214.00 

12/24/19      102   $   558.20 

*(Correction) 

Garden - $617.00                           

Christmas - $10.00 

Coins for Camp - $52.00 
 

 

Psalm 23 Blessings! 
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Pastor Willie’s Words of Wisdom 

May the Lord Bless and keep everyone throughout this 

New Year. God has watched over the church and our 

decisions in 2019. We have turned the corner from being 

a failing church to a growing church. We need to 

continue being unified, of one mind, in one accord, in 

one place, with one purpose of growth, toward glorifying 

God.  

New ideas and programs will come as we endeavor to 

grow. Do not be afraid to share your thoughts and ideas 

for ministry. We will experience growth pangs as we 

progress, so be willing to stretch some to accommodate 

our growth.  

Please invite others to be a part of your ministries, 

especially if you believe they may have an interest. 

Remember, we must step up or help others to do the 

same when it comes to utilizing our gifts in ministry or in 

serving God in some capacity. James the brother of Jesus 

reminds us that “Faith without Works is Dead.”  

If you are interested in becoming a part of The Body of 

Christ or joining First Christian Church (DOC), please do 

not be afraid to come forward at the “Invitation to 

Discipleship” during the worship service. We welcome 

you to membership and to worship and serve God with 

us. 

Let us take the position of our theme for the month of 

January, which is “Humility,” as we approach the 

upcoming year. One point of expression is, “If You 

Wanna Go Up, You Gotta Be Down,” and another is, “You 

Must be in a Lower Place to Get to a Higher One”. If we 

take this state of mind in all that we do, maybe God will 

lift us to where He would have us to be.  May God Bless 

You all, your families, jobs, finances, the church, 

ministries, and all other endeavors, and may the devil 

and his host be far behind in 2020 and beyond. 

Your Friend and Servant in Christ, 
Rev. Dr. Willie J Barnes-Jackson, DMin., Senior Pastor  
First Christian Church (DOC) 4520 Rosedale Road, 
Middletown, Ohio 45042 
Cell: (937) 259-4475, email: pastorwjbj@frontier.com 

about:blank


 
 
Prayer List:  
 

Health: Becky Brodt, Emily Cox, 
Coni Finfrock, Sandy Milton, Zach 
Roark, Allen Stone, Guy Stone 
Special Needs:  Barbara Cessna, 
Jean Greathouse, Helen Hall, Lois 
Murphy, Janet O'Neal 
Other:  All those affected by 
disasters.  Caregivers, children 
and teachers, first responders, the 
homeless, SHALOM, heroin 
epidemic, racism and all human 
rights, our Country, war, violence, 
our church, congregation and 
church leaders  
 

HELP THE 

PASTORS HELP 

YOU! 

Do you know someone who is in 

the hospital? Is stuck at home for 

recovery? Is just feeling a little 

down, and would appreciate a 

visit? Let us know. The Pastoral 

staff very intentionally make 

Pastoral visits to members in 

various locations and situations 

every week! We can only do this 

if we know they are needed. If 

you know of someone who is 

admitted to the hospital or is in 

need of a visit, let the Pastors 

know.  

CWF NEWS 

Esther/Rebekah and Sarah Circle 
will be meeting the first week in 
February with weather 
permitting. See calendar for dates 
and times. 

 

OUTREACH 

We are extremely grateful for all the volunteers who 

helped with our first week of hosting SHALOM guests.  In 

addition to working with our volunteers, we are briefed 

weekly on the program and continue to see how we are 

making a difference within our community.  At the 

second city-wide SHALOM meeting this season, everyone 

was encouraged to focus on the positive things we are 

accomplishing.  We posted a sign-up sheet for our 

second and final week of hosting and again appreciate all 

the help we can get.  Volunteers will be needed on 

February 10, 12 and 14. 

Our thanks go out to the following who helped in 

January:  Larry Back, Willie and Pamela Barnes-Jackson, 

Libby Benson, Edward Brooks, Kristy, Campbell, William 

and Coleman Dunaway, Stacey, AJ and Hannah Gates, 

Jerry Hall, Monica, Tyler and Travis Hendricks, Janice 

Kash, Dave and Linda Lombard, Matt Lyons, Zola McClish, 

Mandi and Aidan McMonigle, Tim and Karen Powers, 

Linda Poynter, Cody, Mark and Becca Reffitt, Charlotte 

and Larry Steele, Aradia and James Stevens, Cliff, Karen, 

Connor and Kaitlin Thompson, Jeff, Kobi and Kingsten 

Wilder.  Several named volunteers are members of the 

Scouts, Crew No. 87, Troop 250. 

We again want to say thank you to everyone who 

provided food and Christmas gifts to the families we 

adopted in November and December.  As always, our 

congregation went overboard in providing for those in 

need.  A special thank you to Jeff and the Scouts for 

picking up an additional family in the neighborhood and 

providing gifts which were requested through contacts 

with our Pastor. 

Our hat and mitten tree was beautifully decorated this 

year and your donations have been delivered to students 

at Rosa Parks Elementary School in Middletown.   

As we continue working through the Salvation Army, we 

are listing our suggested food items on the back of our 

bulletins and providing slides to our Tech Team to get the 

word out.  Any nonperishable food item is appreciated 

and we are suggesting soups and crackers through the 

end of February. 

 



New Happenings At First 

Christian Church 

Church Pastors in Worship 

First Christian Church has 

been Blessed by God to have four 

pastors. As Senior Pastor, I 

strongly believe in “Equipping the 

Saints”, which means properly 

preparing them for their 

ministerial journeys and for the 

tasks of helping to manage the 

church and its ministries. As a 

part of that, the pastors will be 

taking over the worship leader 

responsibilities during worship. 

This responsibility was taken on 

by others at a time when there 

was no pastor available to 

accomplish it. A schedule for it 

and when the pastors will be 

preaching will be put together for 

the calendar year of 2020, in days 

to come.   We will also be adding 

the pastor’s ministries and phone 

numbers to the bulletin soon to 

make it easier to contact us. 

“Power Hour” of Prayer 

 Hey all, here is your chance 

to learn to pray publicly, among 

those who would pray with you 

and for you on a regular basis. 

Jesus said, “My church will be 

called a ‘House of Prayer’”, so it 

has been established that the 

days and time to remember for 

weekly prayer are Thursdays at 

6:00pm beginning February 20, 

2020. Prayer is needed by all for 

us to receive God’s Blessings as a 

Church family. There will be a 

Prayer Request Box in the 

Narthex by the start date, we will 

pray over your request each 

Thursday and again on Sundays. 

Join us on Thursdays to lift each 

other up!  There will also be a 

Suggestion Box for all of the 

congregation to use, take 

advantage of them. 

Gloria Patri                                                                                 

There has been a request to remove the Gloria Patri from 

the Worship Service or to entertain changing it to a 

different version. It was the decision of the worship 

committee not to remove it from the service but to listen 

to the version(s) being suggested toward making a 

congregational decision. Please remain after church for 

about 15 minutes on February 2, 2020, so we can be 

united in whatever we choose. Keep in mind, we do not 

have to change the current version, but your vote is 

important. 

“Fifth Sundays” are “Youth Sundays” and “Songfests” 

The Worship Committee has decided to allot each Fifth 

Sunday of the year as Youth Sunday. The Youth and 

Young adults will provide and lead worship on those 

days. There are usually about four Fifth Sundays in the 

year, so this will be a point of learning and maturity for 

youth in our traditional worship service and an 

opportunity for us to support them in their growth. This 

year they are scheduled for March 29. May 31, August 

30, and November 29, 2020.  

These same dates coincide with the Fifth Sunday 

Songfests that the choir and members of the church have 

attended and participated in during September and 

December of 2019. We are now a presence in that 

service and ask that you join us on those days to support 

and represent the church. This endeavor is to raise 

money for the Sarah Wilson Scholarship Fund, which 

seeks to provide money to up and coming Disciples 

ministers for the participating churches. Our own Pastor 

Pamela and Pastor Connor are recipients, and we are 

looking at Pastor Jeff potentially receiving funds too. 

These events also support the Star Supporter Fund which 

assists Disciples affiliate Schools with scholarships for 

students. They are usually at 4:00pm and the locations 

vary among the participating churches. The District Elder 

usually send notice as to those locations, we will apprise 

you of them when they are known. 

Special Sunday Worship Days: “Family and Friends” & 

“Homecoming” 

We are looking for opportunities to gather in worship 

around a purpose or cause in our glorifying God and 

Building the Kingdom here on earth. We found them!  

Family and Friends Sunday, May 3, 2020, will allow us to 

invite those who are close to us to join us in worship. On 

a similar note, Homecoming, September 27, 2020, will 

allow us to ask those who had their beginnings or were a 

part of First Christian church, to return to worship at this 



point of origin, that we may 

Glorify the name of God through 

Jesus Christ together. 

Good Friday Service:  “The 

Seven Last Words of Christ” 

Please join The Middletown Area 

Ministerial Alliance at First 

Christian Church, as we host an 

ecumenical Good Friday Service. 

There will be Seven different 

speakers from among the alliance 

each preaching a ten-minute 

message on the last sayings of 

Christ on the Cross. The service 

will begin at 6:30pm and it will 

help to enlighten the spirits of all 

who attend. We look forward to 

seeing you there. 

Guess What’s New! Church wide 

Monthly “Color Schemes” 

When the subject of “unity” 

arises in a conversation, there is 

always the thought of how we 

can better be unified. This is one 

idea that cane to mind. How 

about the church having a 

particular color for everyone to 

wear throughout the month? It is 

up to you to participate, but the 

idea is to wear something that 

matches the color for the month 

each time we come together for 

worship or for other times 

throughout the month. The 

following scheme of colors have 

been chosen for future months, 

beginning in February 2020: 

 

January- Beige February- Red 

March- Blue  April- Green     

May- Purple  June- Orange   

July- Yellow  August- White 

Sept- Brown       Nov- Black                 

Dec- Gray 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
WIGG’S CORNER 

 
Women In God’s Grace! Ephesians 2:8 tells us, “For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God…” We walk by faith and 
not by sight! 
 
Due to the holidays, there are no updates. I will be 
meeting with the women of First Christian Church in 
February in order to discuss our plans and activities for 
2020. Date of meeting TBD. 
 
I have truly enjoyed our humility theme for the month of 
January. I ask God daily to help me be humble and wise 
as I walk in the pathway, He has prepared for me. As 
sisters in Christ, let us  strive to be unified and on one 
accord in order to be most effective for God’s people and 
always give God the glory! 
 
May God continue to keep us in His Grace as we continue 
to be willing workers for Him. 
 
Love & Blessings, 
 
Your First Lady & Associate Pastor, 
Rev. Dr. Pamela Barnes-Jackson 

 

FROM THE MEDIA DEPARTMENT 

As many of you know, at FCC we strive to have a top of 

the line media abilities. We strive to keep our social 

media presence top notch, including promoting worship 

services, events, and news from our church to the rest of 

our community. If you see something, we have posted on 

a social media platform, Like it! Share it! Invite a friend! 

All of these things help grow our church in an 

increasingly digital age.  

 

                    



 

                        FEBRUARY, 2020      Birthdays   

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 1 

 

African  

History  

Month 

   2  

Visiting 

Special Needs 

Members 

    
Boy Scout 

Sunday 

3  

 

Shelly Blevins 

 

4 

 

Bible Study  

1 & 6:00 PM 
 

 

 

5 

Esther 

Rebekah 

Circle 

1PM 

 

Choir 

Practice  

6:30 PM 

 
 

6 

 

Michael 

Blevins 
 

 

Sarah Circle 

7PM 

 

7 
 

 

8 

 

Larry Steele 

 

   9 

 
 

   

 

10 

 

Church 

Women 

United Noon 

 

Serving 

Shalom 

11   

 

Bible Study  

1 & 6:00 PM 
 

 
 

12 

 

Choir 

Practice  

6:30 PM 

 

Serving 

Shalom 

13 
 

 
 

14 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Serving 

Shalom 

15 

 

    16 

 

Week of 

Compassion 

Special 

Offering 

17 

Elder Mtg.  

 @7 PM 
   

 

18 

 

Nancy Milton 
 

 

Bible Study  

1 & 6:00 PM 
 

 

19 

 

Choir 

Practice  

6:30 PM 

20 
 

 

21 
 

 

22 
 

 
 

 

    23 

General 

Board Mtg. 

 

Week of 

Compassion 

Special 

Offering 

24 
 

 

 

25 

 

Bible Study  

1 & 6:00 PM 
 

 

 

26 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

29 
 

 

    

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                           
 
 


